
Transdisciplinary Prevention Research Centers (TPRC)

The following are the Transdisciplinary Prevention Research Centers (TPRC) currently part of
the NNP. These abstracts are derived from the new NIH RePORTER query system. More
information is available through RePORTER at http://projectreporter.nih.gov/reporter.cfm  and
through the Principal Investigator.

           

CDART - Center for Drug Abuse Research Translation
Michael T. Bardo, Ph.D.

The CDART, University of Kentucky, is distinguished by thematic integration around the construct of novelty/sensation (N/S) seeking. The theme is a broad and in-depth focus on N/S seeking behavior in the onset and development of drug abuse, and in applying this information for the development of more focused and effective prevention efforts. The three projects are: (1) Animal Laboratory: Individual Differences in Drug Response: An Animal Model. (2) Human Laboratory: Drug Abuse Liability and Sensation Seeking Status. (3) Human Laboratory: Examining mechanisms of persuasion by which high sensation value messages influence behavior, and identifying/developing PSAs that specifically target dimensions of personality related to drug use.  Keywords: Drug abuse prevention, substance abuse related behavior, behavioral /social science research

  
          Center for Drug Abuse Prevention in the Child Welfare System
John B. Reid, Ph.D.

The Center will continue the work of the OSLC TPRC to systematically integrate and extend prevention science to the CWS with an aim towards the following:  a) Specify conceptual models to inform the development of interventions for CWS children and their families; b) increase the implmentation of evidence-based interventions into routine CWS practice; and C) reduce the incidence of drug abuse and related problems in CWS populations.  The Center will provide shared resources, leadership, and oversight to integrate and extend knowledge from CWS studies; facilitate collaborations with CWS researchers to support 7-10 pilot studies; and facilitate the professional development of early career scientists.  The Center will also provide infrastructure to incorporate new key areas related to CWS drug abuse preention into future studies. Keywords: Child foster care /adoption, child welfare, drug abuse prevention, parent offspring interaction, behavioral /social science research, clinical research  
        

  A Transdisciplinary Center Focused on Rural African American Families
Gene H. Brody, Ph.D.

The overall aim of this Core Center of Excellence (CCOE) is to conduct research that will transform etiological models of drug abuse and sexual risk behavior and the prevention programs they inform in general and those for rural African American children, youth, and their families in particular. The need for this transformation is documented by inclusive reviews of drug abuse and sexual risk behavior prevention efforts that reveal mixed and inconsistent results. This inconsistent impact is a major concern that indicates a need for new approaches to etiologic models of drug abuse and sexual risk behavior, particularly greater articulation of the ways in which the interface among genetic, psychosocial, and developmental processes can be used to transform them. To reach this goal we have assembled a team of senior and early career investigators with a successful history of collaboration who have backgrounds in molecular and statistical genetics, genetic epidemiology, public health, human development, and prevention science. This network of investigators will access the Shared Resources Core, a unique combination of data sets, genetic laboratory and specimen repository resources, statistical and bioinformatic services, and data collection and program implementation teams. Data from seven core projects were collected from more than 6,000 African American individuals, approximately 5,000 (83%) of whom live in small towns and rural communities. These data include (a) longitudinal assessments of drug use and abuse and sexual risk behavior phenotypes; (b) genetic data; (c) developmentally appropriate assessments of self-regulatory processes; and (d) multilevel assessments of individual characteristics, social adaptation, parenting/family processes, and neighborhood/community contexts. The organizational and administrative structure of the CCOE will organize and prioritize CCOE scientists' research efforts, providing an integrated process for translating findings into transformations of etiologic models of drug abuse and sexual risk behavior that increase their predictive utility and the efficacy of the prevention progress they inform. Keywords:  African American, adolescence (12-20), alcoholism /alcohol abuse prevention, drug abuse prevention, marijuana abuse, rural health, epidemiology, tobacco abuse prevention, child rearing, clinical trial, emotional adjustment, family structure /dynamics, gender difference, peer group 
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